








Test Report

The barrel doesn’t touch
the forend and gives
new meaning to the
term “fully free-
floating.” It’s only there
to hang onto.

94 SPORTING SHOOTER

Fired on the range, with Highland Ax 150gn .308
Winchester ammo, the Howa 1500 produced hardly any
kick and softened the recoil to feel more like shooting a
.22-250. Accuracy with the Axiom/Howa combo was no
different with the original stock or the Axiom. Five shot
groups at 100 metres averaging 1.5 MoA.

The stock fulfills its intended purpose of mitigating recoil
and was pleasant to shoot over the bench. The raised
cheekpiece positioned the eye dead-in-line with the scope,
and the flat- bottomed beavertail forend sat squarely atop
the rest. The lack of the adjustment button which made it
quick and easy to adjust the stock’s length of pull proved
no real handicap.
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The buttstock slides
over a tubular extension
of pistol grip and the
cheekpiece snaps on
over the top .

Accuracy was par for the course with a normal
timber or synthetic-stocked Howa.

The Blackhawk! Axiom stock is scientifically engineered
to reduce felt recoil to a minimum and can be fitted to any
Howa or Weatherby Vanguard rifle whether short or long
action. It will be a welcome addition to anyone’s Howa rifle.

Stocks on sporting rifles have changed a great deal since |
was a gun-crazy kid just after World War 11, but this Axiom is a
radical departure from the modern classic stock currently in
vogue for the bolt-action. Call it extreme or bizarre and
offbeat if you like, but it is plainly utilitarian and makes a hard
kicking rifle pleasant to shoot. In essence then, that’s what the
Axiom stock was designed to do, and it does its job well.

Trade enquiries contact Highland Sports. Website:
www.highlandsports.com.au B



