EQUIPMENT ANALYSIS

Text and photography by Andy Montgomery.
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i would appear that air nfle

manyfncimers have tken 5

very pro-sclive mberest
shoolers  health,  with  the
prl.l-|||'|.'|:|.I|11|1 il pre |.|:|:|r|:'_n!
preumaiie (PCP) air nfles that are
now on the market. For those ol
us that are keen hunters and a
lintle wnfit this new breed of PCE
wr rfles may well save your
bacomn. You ool only get o emific
rifle but o great cardio vascular work out every time you go o do
some shooting practice!

This new breed of air rifle has some other greal featunss
like |1r:||1'!: able o fire 30 effective shots per fill, mmd this new model
from Hutsan will fire s many as "0 according to the owners
manunl. There was 4 second charge cylinder (avmlable w1 extra
cost) =0 you can conceivably fire 100 shots per fill

The rifte received for test 15 a futunstic looking almost
paramilitary stvle rifle with on ambidextrous thumbhole synthetic
siick with an ,'||1§:|,.|I,|r chesk rece an hath sides of the bun stock
nnd an .||J]u'h.l_||'l!-r Baant FIILI:I. which s schieved ‘h:. ] -|I'|'r!5|.' |.'|..'|I'II.|'I
screw in the centre of the recoll pad. When tus clamp screw. s
loosened it allows the pad o be moved up and down 15mm cach
Wiy andl because e p.n.-.l 1% 00 6 e circulisr |:;|.1|-\.|.€ treck it
changes the pads pitch so it sull fits on vour shoulder cormecily. The
very full prstod grnp has two pangls af moolded checkenng amd a
sculptured arei (o bold vour index Ninger on each side, a bit like
puiting on a glove, The forend has no defined grip area although i
has shallow finger grodwies along the top side of the forend. All
kil Work 18 We || '-||.| 1 b & I_||,'1.','FI |.'|Ei||;|-. |.'|.'-||||.|r I':Il'h,'l |||1qu.' ||Fu.'|l
'\I_H'."Ili'\ are standard Gk el and are sdpustable for windage and
clevation ns well the fromt blade s also adjusiable for elevation
The rear sight had been removed from our test rifle and a scope and
mesunis were fitied i the

Ohur AT24 — |0 ks the magarine version and was supplicd
wilth two magannes, These are an uncomplicaled alloy casting
with pn indexing raichet around the perimeter, which allows
rotation one way only, There is an D ring groove in the middle of
the ratchet which allows the O ring 10 go just into the pellet holes
i retain them in the magazine (see photos), When the pellets are
placed in the mugaripe the O-ring sits in the wisic of the pellet 1o
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{Abure) The Hatan AT 44-10 mir mffe is fatwnisdic
leoling with an owmbiderirous hembirale synthetic sock

{Abave) The mapazine fitted imto the action. Toke particular oole of e v
i thee bock of ihe mapusine which fakes the small boss spolen of im the
ext, (Ahbove fnunt Shows the mapazine ool in the aciion wifh dhe mag
refmiming bodf ond the peller rameh wiiich
chambers tie peliler and rerana in phace
diwring the [Fring process,

{Welaw) The teo differeml feces of ihe 18
shot mapazine. The Left houd ore shows
ihe froat foce mad the right kand one
shows the rear foce tndo which you pid i
pellets. Note how e O ring comees fusd
imio the peiler Iafe and retaing e peile
{lLafth The rarchel with the €1 rimg fo e
CFmive,
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{Rights Three bests cambimed: frarly
thee beft howd vheer i the firss 25
sy i amber aff shoty from @
full reservoir, Alse § x S-ahot groum
ar 2§ metrei. The right hamd fergel
et i the comifamation of the
npmier-of-shats tear, with the LH rap
bl the mexd [ shatn the R top
aanther 18 then | adfrested the scope
te cralre the grogps on fee arge! 1o
it would be clearer iff mad when de
peliery started do drop die o ek nl|l'
pressure, The g LI bl war ool
an ¥ poewer aod e fop RH a0 3
Pawer, The ceater bll way shots 45
o &5 rhe bowwom LI bull ix shoty 66
for 84 el ot 85 friled b ffre, Now
tae welocify variafion frow e fiest 5
shof averaped 1031 (pi; shotn 45 1o
A0 wveraped W92 fps. The D 5 whars
lir fire averaped &4 fpy S0 Harww
brve their regulation workied ol fo @ predty fae art. It imierecting fo leak
ar e cendre bl avd the bottom eft bull awd see ew the pelflets srarred o
ilﬁlp v the mnber of thiats increaved. e Rodttsm BH bull § fired & mew
-|'.1'fr'.H-|.I'n‘ il lr]ﬂ'lf "l fm-n'ﬁtr 5 sholy 30 there iv @ slipht differenee betwern
il smed empiy.

i Right) The Hatvan Hitw test forped with differemt peliens. Dyferent rifles
have faveurite peilels amd that’s why yow bave do siree all tbe prliets yon
can gef poar hoads on aod iry them all, Tiely qffTe did desmomrmie thaf &
comdd da a predy fivir job widl ol the pelletn §lod o hawd,

hold it in place. The fromt face is flal while the rear face has a
concave groove whene the peliets are placed so they go below ihe
fnce of the mazazine =0 &5 not 10 calch while the MAZNLine modntes
for the pext pellet to be indexed 1o be in line with the barrel, There
15 @ smiall hole in the nikdkble of the imagazie I!hrnn!:'h which the
magazing retaining boli slidés which is then the axle thai ihe
magiting rotates on. There is also & small boss around the pin hole
on the hack side which is |:|r||ud ofl the face of the magazing which
has a corresponding slot in the action 1o guamnbes you can nol pul
the mogaeing in backwards, All these ideas come topether to make
a very sumple almost fool proof system that has worked well
through out the fest, | did have a bit of trouble if 1 only put 3 pellets
i gethng i1 1 live up on the first one bat then it was not designed
faor just 5
This riffe requires o specind pamp 1o charge the reservoir,
winch supplies the mr o propel the projectile, This s where you
pay for lunch! I reguires anywhene
fronm 63 1o 120 sirokes of the pump
to.  echieve the 19 Har
recommended  maximuom pressure
e Bl part is the last 20 1o 30
strokes ane moch harder than the
rest. However shooting i & feal
pleasure when youl el there, The
rifle came already =et up so afier
imitial checking of all screws in the
mount system amd the first  few
i shots were clise 1o zero. Afer n
toouple of minor adjustments the
iﬁm 10 shots fired at 10 metres
| clustered together in 0517 which
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{Hetow) The whole Horar Lit iapplied for fesiing. The omly extra that vow
will have fo by is the scope and mounty. The rifle comes complete with
puwmp gnd spode cylinder amd 1 cylinder caps far mromad $1200,

]
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SPECIFICATIONS

Hatsan AT 44-110 FCF Abr Rifle
Muaker: Hatsan, Turkey
Arcthon: Balt bo cock and rdate magasing
Calibre: 177 (.22 available)
Cvernll Leagihs 10000 mim | 39470
Barrel Length: 2%5mm (1947
Wedgha: 3 kg (7308
Stk Syallclss thumhole
Aleial Fimnish: Blued
Shakits: =Y sighi, fibee optic, Dovetail for
wCOpPE
Snfedv: Zoposrison puso sclvation
Deistribmtor; Highlamd Spouts,
Wy Bl g il ancs poes. Com
Varruniy: 12 montha
Price: 5950, pamp included

{Belww) The adiustaie hult pad moves the
wimir dicience above the siock, Nobe how
e pitch chaages thanks o the clever v
ciremlor pride ook (LefT) The solaiaing
screw for the avdfimdimble fuel pad,

{borel Showy wikeer e air
rrvervodr (i Ey woder fee ocriom, I
screwy dmio place awd &5 relanively
ray o clamge. Node Dee e cop
'.||||al|§l]'|.l'|.|I i Il.l.I'||I'||'|'r Ier '.jh;*'lu' wilich
BT g e eiiod,

(Riwhri The charping end of the
reprrveir, flafsan swpmlv @ vl
plieg fo keep the dlet ors af tee fTN
tle. It s rriiined in place with am
(P riag.

[Right} The gampe on
fer wad of [fer Efarage
cxlimder avd the
r.IrF'r\:ler mq:f-l' i,
{Below) Shows ke
wafedy off and an
(hedow righi

{Aboee) The cocking lever in the L] PSR

from a pew rifle s the way it should be

mﬂ FHLL? [II'HII]E]] However conventional wisdom s thal maost
m'n IIEEBSM:AH FREE RANGE HUNTS :

wir arms reguine many hundreds of shols i

rum them in, =0 af thal hobds true this rlbe wil

L 3 dﬂ'l' CHit’a'I iﬂg hu'nt EEIW‘* by siper -J'-;-.'|;|| wisen run i, With this st of
* 4 dﬂ.f Red SH'E hunt $2640* an imtroduction 10 the new Hosan AT44

* § day Buffalo hunt $6160* 10 I proceeded 1o do our normal test with the
w3 da-r Serub Bull hunt $3300% following pellets. Clock wise around the
* legiudhes reply fev for ane animal) targel starting ot the top bell hand buoll |

AL i1} ramed 1 y Rapgor (.89 3
« PIG HUNTS FROM $210 DAY E{*::' ”Ij“ Lu."un.L.J..,. s :\',;.’::,','jm,.
HRITIEE 1T J.!.' 1 k. - i . am
Ph: 07 4698 1701 | ... camo Rocket 077 1 must say 1 am)

N “:‘M'W i L s sitably impressed and would have to say this
ruturn b noaret airpert. * Price incude GST i5 08 good 85 1 have ever had an air rifle shool
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(Abore) The Hitsaw way pud i work
riflimp starfings, KRampes wore all mader
41 paires and i masdle i sy nod fe have
i poel e Barrel every ohst, Tilke afl
mdgEiier geiid i g i rJ-H_rH'I-"
{Righti The fmscriptioas on ihe left bhosd
ude of the Halvan getlon.

wilh this som ol consEtency with
this range of pellets,

Frowm what | read i the owpers maniaal the next 1est | need (o
comeduct 15 8 Number skl from o full ey limader amd chronograph all ard 2 mik RarEnes sl for ||!:|F|r|.l\||'.L|I-,'|_l. 81250,
shots and see what you might reasonnbly expect from your new
10, While doing this test | decided to also shoot o
25 metres so we could get an bdea of the nfles longer mnjpe
performance. Afer firing 8 5 shot groap with all 5 different pellets.

Hatsan AT44

Firsi & shots with the paupe sk INg 0 s
e Gumo Match pellets averaged 1051 fps
The next pellets fired were the Gameo Haptor
% | wanded 1o see whal they were ".J]ul:lh: of
as they are much bghter than the |&ad
pellets, they averaged 1084 fps. The Gamao
Pro Mognum averaged 9HE fps: BWS
averaged 07 fps wnd the Gamoe Rockets
avirnged 6 fps. Mow back on bo the task
of plotting  the velocity: shols 26 1o 33
avernge velooiy was 1032 the next lot from
ithe last 5
whasts weere B4 I!'Fn. md shisl &% failed 10 fine
The pellets dudn’t come below the centrs
hisrrzomial Hne i the tanget until shod 71 and

45 to 5 velosiny was 992 fps:

then they all staved below e Line. >0 Here
we have a bit of a guide as o how many
shots you may get from a full cylinder and
when you could look af a refill
It is imleresiimg to note the |ost 5
shits | fired after changing the cyvlimder
climbed uwp the target. This may be
different in a rifle you buy but do o test in
a similar way 10 what | have just explaincd
and see the resubts for your sl
Field testing consisted of a
thinming  out  the  starling
popailatean as there hos been a good sposg
for starlings and they are everywhere,

morning

There was a bl of 3 breere and | had
Torgoaten hoaw hard Hittle starlings ane
to hit when they it on a light branch
amd the wind 15 nioving 1t smound. |
munaged o collect half & dozcn, This
nifle i corainly o major step frwand
over my |92 model Ceecado with
anly its second sprimp.

In conclusson 1If vou're in the
market for a4 PCP repesting. gir rifle
the Hatsan AT44-10 comes with a
prredly gl
recommendation from ks consistend

ACCURECY

performance through out the esting |
conducied. The tngper 15 adjustable
hat | chose fo test it as it came from
the factory and it did exhibit o small
amaoant of creep on the secomnd stage
There is those owm there thal may
Thunk | am nol s mg a ralle 1 Bls
best light by not adjesting the tngger
bt if T am genting this sor of result
i e hoaw p'-.'-.l Yol W all o when
the tnigeer 15 betler

10 with paemp and spane @i Cy linder
0 scope pnd

miodnts are an extm. | om a bit sorry the rear sight was ”
“%

||:|n'-i|:|3_'. a5 | would have liked (o Ery it with the Lt
sights, because personally | hke open sights for close
shooting.
POLLARD INSURANCE BROKERS
INSURANCE SOLUTIONS FOR THE FIREARMS INDUSTRY |
(0 DEALERS * IMPORTERS)
® HUNTING GUIDES
* FISHING GUIDES

* SPORTS STORES

RING ROWAN LOVELL
TOLL FREE: 1300 733 981
! or 03 9783 6255 J

The Hatsan AT44

WESTERN HUHTINE GUIEIE :
NOW H\.FP:ILA'EILE

. Mn-mﬂnﬂu-diq-nmmm
Phone now for a free brochure

02 6559 FEI!
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